A novel lateral flow card (TS-Card pork) test was developed for the serological detection of Trichinella infected pigs. Based on extensive studies performed in Romania during 1 999-2000 this test proved to be highly specific, sensitive, rapid (3-12 minutes) and easy to use (no need for laboratory facilities). It can be used both for the detection of Trichinella infection in carcasses and for epizootiological studies using a variety of samples including whole or dried blood, serum, or tissue fluids. The TS-Card pork test, used as a screening test, can be the foundation of an on-farm or field based inspection system to significantly improve food safety in countries with a high prevalence of Trichinella in pigs or other food animal species. The results presented are also promising for application of the test in an on-line laboratory based inspection system since the speed of the test allows sufficient time to rail out suspected hog carcasses during the slaughter process. 
BLOOD AND SERUM SAMPLES
Whole blood and serum samples were collected from all pigs examined in the study. Blood samples were collected in EDTA coated tubes while blood for serum was collected in non-coated tubes. All samples were labeled according to the protocol.
MEAT SAMPLES
A sample of diaphragm pillar (crus) tissue was collected for trichinoscopy and for pooled or individual peptic digestion testing.
PROTOCOL FOR THE DOUBLE BLIND STUDY
The blood, serum and meat samples used for the double blind studies were identified by tag number and recording number. Samples were tested by recording number and were identified by tag number after tri- (2000). The 28 fields of one compressorium were examined for each sample.
PEPTIC DIGESTION METHOD
This method was performed as described in OIE Manual of Standards for Diagnostic Tests and Vaccines (2000), Chapter 3-5.3.
IDENTIFICATION OF THE TRICHINELLA GENOTYPE
The Instituto Superiore di Sanita, Rome, Italy, conducted the genotype analyses of infective Trichinella muscle larvae as previously described (Pozio et al, 1997) .
TS-CARD PORK LATERAL FLOW TEST
This test was performed according to the manufacturer's instructions (IVD Research Laboratories, USA and A.R.T.E. SRL, Romania).
ANTIBODY DETECTION
ELISA (Gamble, 1998) and Western blot (Laemmli, 1970; Towbin et al, 1979) A., 1979, 76, 4350-4354. 
